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0. INTRODUCTION

In Nunggubuyu twenty-four phonemes have been observed. There are nineteen

consonants and five vowels, as tabulated below. There are also several contrastive

intonation patterns.



THE NUNGGUBUYU LANGUAGE

biriijgil



LANGUAGES OF AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINALS

mun



wuralg



LANGUAGES OF AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINALS

CV

CVC

Ira-. I

jmunl
/mir/

'and'

'tooth'

'foot'

'hornet'

CVCC /yilg/ 'silly'

The predominant syllable patterns are CV and CVC. All combinations of up to

10 syllables may occur, except for the following limitations:

(a) V and VC only occur word initially.

(b) CVCC only occurs word medially and finally.

Some examples of each syllable in the various positions are as follows:

Syllable

type


