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Through the red mortar their claws interlock,

. I ferret the water through warrens of rock.
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... but all, however loosely they seem to be bound together, are subordinate

to one dominant idea...
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Had we but World enough and Time

This coyness Lady were no crime.

We could sit down, and think which way

To walk and pass our long Love’s Day.
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A little learning is a dangerous thing,

| Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring,

There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain,

And drinking largely sobers us again.
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...All the world’s a stage
And all the men and women merely players,

They have their exits and their entrances
And oﬁe man in his time plays many parts
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The quality of mercy is not strain’d,b

...It is enthroned in the hearts of kings,

It is an attribute to God himself.
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Lyric poetry originates in song, and for most of Western Europe the song waé
invented by the trouﬁadours of the langue d’dc. They in their turn may have
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. to their needs the Latin models with which ;hey were familiar particularly the
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hymns and the chants of the Church.
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The grey sea and the long black land;
And the yellow half-moon large and low,
And the startled little waves that leap.

In fiery ringlets from their sleep,

As I gain the cove with pushing prow,
And quench its speed i’the slushy sand.
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The speaker’s anticipation colours his language. His expectatioh of finding
the gjrl, startled out of sleep with disordered ringlets, affects the way he sees th¢
waves around his boat; and the prow burying itself in the slushy sand relates

frankly to the hardness of the male erection and the soft female wetness which
receives it that one is half surprised to find it in a Victorian poem.
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And first from the origin of metre. This I would trace to the balance in the
mind effected by that spontaneous effort which strives to hold in check the
workings of passion. It might be easily explained likewise in what manner this
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salutary antagonism is assisted by the very state which it counteracts, and how
this balance of antagonists became organised into METRE (in the usual
acceptation of that term) by a supervising act of the will and judgement con-
sciously and for the foreseen purpose of pleasure. Assuming these principles,
as the data of our argument we deduce from them two legitimate conditions,
which the critic is entitled to expect in every metrical work. First that, as the
ELEMENTS of metre owe their existence to a state of increased excitement so
the metre itself should be accompanied by the natural language of excitement.

Secondly that as these elements are formed into metre ARTIFICIALLY,
by a VOLUNTARY act, with the design and for the purpose of blending DE-
LIGHT with emotion, so the traces of the VOLITION should throughout the
metrical language be proportionately desecrnible. Now these two conditions
must be reconciled and co-present. There must be not only a partnership, but a
union, an interpenetration of passion and will, of SPONTANEOUS impulse
and voluntary purpose. Again this union can be manifested only in a frequency
of forms and figures of speech (originally the offspring of passion, but now the
adopted children of power) greater than would be desired or endured, where
the emotion is not voluntarily encouraged and kept up for the sake of pleasure;
which such emotion, so tempered and mastered by the will, is found capable of
communicating. It not only dictates, but of itself tends to produce, a more fre- -
quent employment of picturesque and vevifying language, than would be natu-
ralin any other case, in which there did not exist, as there does in the present, a
previous and well understood, though tacit COMPACT between the poet and
his reader that the latter is entitled to expect, and the former bound to supply
this species and degree of pleasureable excitement.
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in it, as a necessary consequence, that a poem of any length neither can be, or
ought to be, all poetry. Yet if a harmonious whole is to be produced, the
remaining parts must be preserved IN KEEPING with the poetry; and this
can be no otherwise effected than by such a studied selection and artificial
arrangement as will partake of ONE, though not a PECULIAR property of
poetry. And this again can be no other than the property of exciting a more
continuous and equal attention than the language of prose aims at, whether

colloquial or written.
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The primary IMAGINATION I hold to be the living Power and prime
Agent of all human Perception, and is a repetition in the finite mind of the
‘eternal act of creation in the infinite I AM. The secondary Imagination I
coﬂsider as an echio of the former, co-existing with conscious will, yet still as
identical with the primary in the KIND of its agency, and differing only in
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events it struggles to idealize and unify. It is essentially VITAL even as all
.objécts (as objects) are essentially fixed and dead.

Fancy, on the contrary, has no other, counters to play with, but fixities
and definites. the Fa.ncy is indeed no other than a mode of Memory
emancipated from the order of time and space; while it is blénded with, and
modified by that empirical phenomenon of the will, which we express by the

word CHOICE.®
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(1) John -58 ”Before Ibraham was, I am.“

(2) Isaiah 4-1-11: ”Saith the Lord: I am full of burnt offering of rams, and the fat of fed
beasts; and I delight not in the bllod of buleocks, or of lambs or of goats.

(3) Eccelesiates 1,2,3: ”Vanity of varities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities, all Is
vanity.What profit has a man of all the labour which he takethe under the sun.

(4) SAMUEL II ”Ye mountains of GILBOA, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain
upon you, nor fields of offerings, for there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of
Ssaul as though he had not been annointed with oil.“
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