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CAPT. IIOPESTILL FOSTER OF DOKCIIFSTER, .\LVSS.,

AND SOME OF HIS DESCENDANTS.

TnouGH considerable has been written about Capt. Ilopestil! Foster.

much was incorrect, an<l I must confess to have been one of the blunderers.

This is especially in regard to the idea that his father came to New Eng-

land.

The true record begins with the fact that on 17 April IGSo, there em-

barked on the " Elizabeth," of whicli William Stagg was master.

Patience Foster, aged 40.

Hopestill Foster, •' 14.

Rachel Bigg, " 6,

James Hate, " 53, and his family.

I agree with Mr. Savage that the age of Rachel Bigg ^\as a clerical

error, and that she was the Rachel Bigg whose will of 17 Nov. 1G4() is in our

Suffolk Wills and which is annotated by me in the REGi3Tt:r:, vol. 20, p. 2'^3.

In the same notes will be found the will of .John Bigg of ^Maidstone, Co.

Kent, Eng., dated 27 I\rarch, 1G41-2. proved 7 Feb. 1642-3. He mentions

his mother, his sister Foster, and his brother Stowe, all three in New Eng-

land; cousin James Bate of New England; and his own brother Smallhope

Biggs of Cranbrook, deceased. I omit many other interesMng reference^i.

Now the widow Rachel Bigg in 1G46 mentions her mphew Iloposiiii

Foster, and his children Thankful, Hopestill and Patience. In regard to

the word " nephew " I made a surprising blunder, treating it as equivuient fo

son-in-law, and meaning by it the husband of Patience Foster who cam»^

over with Mrs. Bigg. In fact the word " nephew " in English wills of that

date means very often, if not invariably, "grandson." .See en this point

the standard dictionaries.
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This makes everytliiu<i; haruiouious. (1) Mrs. Patience Foster, the

emigrant of 1G35, was doubtless a wiiluw, aiul the Christian i.ame of her

husband is still unknown.* Her son (2) Hopestill Foster, born in 1^-20,

or 1G21, was the liist of t'.iese names in Dorchester, was the (nephew, i.f.)

grandson of Hachel Biirg, and in ICoS he and his cou^ins. the Stowes,

divided the lands of their "deceased uncles Smallhope Higg and Jolm

Bigg, both of Keiit."

Against this, is only tlie tradition or idea that Patience Foster's husband

was named Hopestill. and that he came to Dorchester, substantiated by too

fact that a Hopestill Foster was a freeman 22 May, 1030, Art. Co. 1G42,

and selectman 1G4.5. (I do not fitid a selectman then, it being an error for

1655.) These offices seem beyond the reach of a boy born in 1G20.

But look at the other side. In the Dorchester Church Record we find

admitted prior to Nov. 1G39, Rachel Bigge, Patience Foster and Hopestill

Foster. In the same record, Thankful Foster bapt. 27 Dec. 1640, ''mar-

ried to Mr. Baker of Boston." [Later note on the ch. record.]

Hopestill Foster " 10 Mch. 1644.

Patience Foster " 16 July. 1646.

all recognized in other ways as children of Capt. Hopestill Foster and his

wife Mary, daughter of James Bates, and of course the same three nauied

by their grandmother, Rachel Biggs, in her above will of November, IG-IG.

Now Capt. Hopestill was presumably married in 1639, the same year that

the freeman was admitted, and that he was nia.le a church member also.

In Dorchester Town Records as printed, p. 28, in the division of lands

teidow Foster had an acre next to Mr. Bates, at the Neck, in Junuary,

1637-8; in March 1637-8 she has 2 acres and 30 rods. In 1641 (p. 4:.)

persons putting horses on the Neck were to report to Hopestill Foster; in

1644 H. F. was one of three to settle with John Glover. From that date

we trace Capt. Hopestill.

All of these facts point to certain conclusions, viz., that prior to 1C30 Pa-

tience Foster was a widow, and as there is no mention of her husbanJ'j

death here, nor of his being alive here, it seems indisputable that he never

• In Asi)iiiwair3 Notarial Book, I find scveru! paper- rt'^ar'liTig the Fostir-'. ."^towes

and Bi^^'s, notably one of 3, 11th mo. I<34!>, when they appointed Uol'<;rt ."^wiuock oi

Maid-tone, Kent, their attorney to receive a lt;,'aey und '•toeall in a bond ;^iveii l.>y Henry
• Archer and Hope?till Foster and Mr. Andrew Fo-?tcr tor security to di^eb.ir^i- him of

said legacy." Archer's wile was a Stowe. But it seems that the security, Au JrevT

Foster, must have been in Er.frlaad.





caoie here; but that her son Ilopestill was mnde a freeman, church mem-

ber and a husband in I().'51>. As I have ''aid. if he were only 1-i in 1035

this would be marvellous; but if the Cu>tom-hou<e entrv of age was wr(M\j;,

as it was in regard to his i{i-iiidinothfr Racliid IJii^'g. there is no inconsis-

'encj. In fact I incline to think tlie age given him vva« 17 instnud of 14,

id then he would be '21 when he took u[» these respiMisil)ilities in ir.:>'.).

Jr. Savage in his transcript of these lists of emigrant's, has pointed out

umerous instances of t-vident mistakes in the ages given.****** * *

I have flecided to let the foregoing stand as it was printed in ihc Kkofstkr.

and to add the new proof of the trutli of tny conjectures. As soon as the

April Rkgister wa^^ printed, Mr. AllxTt C. Hates, Linr.iiian of the Con-

necticut Historical .Society, kindly sent to the editor the following inform-

atiou. In the " Archajologia Cantiana" (Lotulon, 1893), vol. xx., p. 20.

is au abstract of the administration of the estate of Richard Foster of Bid-

dendeu, co. Kent, date<l 3 May, 1<"'30. The widow. Patience, renounced

administration, and it was granted to John Bigge, maternal uncle of Mary,

Hopestill and John Foster, children, minors.

Thus we get the name of Patience Foster's husl)and, and the date of liis

death. Further researches in Kent will [)rolKil)ly add to the Foster pedi-

gree.

Probably IMary and John, children of Richard, died young, as they are

not mentioned in the Biiiiis wills.oo~

Second Geveratiox.

2. Hopestill'' Foster (Patience^) was evidently a very active man and

his name for years is on nearly every page of the Dorchester records. In

1654 he is called "ensign," and so on for eight years; in 16G2 he is called

"lieutenant," under Capt. Clapp : and in It'-GG he became '• captain," by

which title he was known till bis death.

He held many town offices, as treasurer, &c. ; was selectman in ICoo and

manv subsequent years; and was deputy to the General Court annually from

1659 to 167G, excepting 1C71, when he v.as commissioiiv'^r for small causes,

eventually dying in office. This must be an unusual tenure of ofRoe.

As this article is to be genealogical, I shall not attempt to trace Ca[»t.

Foster's purchases of land, except as they may be evideuce of pedigrtic.





HoPESTiLL- Foster marrieil .Mary, daughter of James Bates of

Dorchester, who was a coush; to John Bigge. She came in the ship with

the Fosters, auJ was reported as aged l/, a slight evidence that Ilopestill's

age is incorrectly given. Their children were as follows, the births heincr

copied from Dorchester town records, and the baptisms from Dorchester

church records :

i. TiiANk-FCL/ bapt. 27Dec. IGtO; in. John Baker of Boston m Jan. l(jC3-4

3. ii. Hi)rKvrii,r,,3 '• 10 >[arch, lG4i-5.

iii. r.vTn-:NCt:,' " 10 Au^'. 1640; m. Maj. Thomas Bruwn of Sudbury.
4. iv. JoiiN-.^* " 10 Dec. 1648.

5. V. Jamks,' b. 13 April, IGJl. (Ch. liec.)

6. vi. Ei.isHA/ bapt. 24 Aug. 1(JJ3.

vu. Mauy.3 " 10 Feb. 16.^5-6 ; m. (1) Ephraim Sale about 1680,
(2) Samuel Ward 10 Dec 1G91.

7. viii. Comfort,^' b. 26 Sept. 1058; died uum. 3 Jan. 1G88-9.

8. ix. Standfast,' " 13 Nov. 1600.

X. Richard, 3 " 29 March, 1062-3; d. Oct. 1663.
Capt. Hopestill Fustor d. 15 Oct. 1076.
His widow Mary d. 5 Jan. 1702-3, a.sjed 84 years. (Tombstone.)

Mrs. David W. Foster has the unrecorded original of an indenture be-

tween Edmond Brown of Boston, shopkeeper, and Elizabeth his wife (here-

tofore the wife of Hopestill Foster of Dorchester, soap-boiler, deceased),

Hopestill Foster of Boston, gunmaker, Samuel Foster of Boston, gold-

smith (sons of said Hopestill Foster), Timothy Nash of Boston, merchant,

and Mary his wife, one of the tlaughters of Hopestill Foster and f^lizabeth

Foster of Boston, spinster, another daughter of Hopestill Foster,

of the one part.

And James Foster of Dorchester, yeoman, of the other part, selling to

J. F. for £40.

A parcel of upland in Dorchester, about 12 acres, part of estate of s*^

Hopestill Foster, bounded

Northerly by the highway leading toward Castle Island.

Easterly by land of James White

Westerly " " " Isaac Joues

Southerly by baltmursh of Capt. Samuel Clapp & saltmarsh of Samuel
Topley.

Note, Livery of Seizen given by E. Browne & Hopestill Foster 10 April
1694.

Mch 31, 1C98 H. F. & Sam' F. acknowledged before Sam. Sewall.





Again it appears by Suffolk Deeds, vol. 21, fol. 524, that on 23 April,

1696, James Foster of Dorchester and wife Anna; Standfast Foster of Dor-

chester and wife Abicail ; Thankful Baker, widow; Patience, wife of Thomas

Brown of Sudbury, gent; and 3Iary, wife of Samuel Ward of IJu-ton,

cooper; all children of Capt. Ilopestill Foster; and also Ilopestill Foster of

Boston, gunsmith, one of the grandsons of Capt. Ilopestill, sold land to

Matthias Puffer of Dorchester.

By a deed dated 31 Dec. 1703, recorded in 1715, Suffolk Deeds 20, fol.

223, it seems that Standfast Foster bought laud of Thomas Brown uf Sud-

bury, who married Patience, one of the daughters of Capt. Hop..s,till Foster ;

James Foster, son of Capt. 11.; iMary Ward, widow, a daughter of 11. F.;

Hopestill Foster, gunsmith, and Silence Eliot, widow, two of the grand-

children of Capt. 11. F. It mentions that Ilopestill, Elisha and Comfort,

three sons of Capt. H. F.,. were then deceased.

All of these relations are plain except Silence Eliot. I pointed out in

Sewall's Diary, vol. iii. p. 333, that she was the daughter of a daughter of

Capt. Hopestill. James Foster had a daughter Silence Foster, as we shall

see, born in 1077; but Silence Eliot, who was the wife of Joseph Eliot of

Boston (son of Jacob Eliot), died 8 June, 17-41, aged 78, as her tombstone in

the Granary yard testifie?. She was born in 16G6. Now it is certain that

Capt. Hopestill's oldest daughter married 8 Jan. 1GG3-4, John Baker of

Boston, and had John, born at Boston 2G Feb. 16G-4-5, and Silence born

at Dorchester (see records) 28, 5 mo. 1666, "daughter of John Baker of

Boston, deceased." John Baker's will, dated 26 March, IGGG, proved 5

July, following, is in Suffolk Wills 1. 471. In it he mentions wife Thankful,

son Thomas, daughter Elizabeth, a child unborn, and makes his father Ilope-

still Foster, his uncle Richard Baker, and his cousin William Ireland, over-

seers. He mentions his sister Catherine Johnson, his wife's uncle Bates,

and gives his sou Thomas the laud that was his grandfather Swift's, at Dor-

chester Neck.

I pointed out in my note to Sewall's Diary, that Savage was entirely

wrong about John Baker ; this will shows still more error in Savage (vol.

i., p. 97, and vol. iv., p. 241). Savage says that John Baker of Boston,

blacksmith, married 5 Nov. 1657, Joan, daughter of Thomas Swift of Dor-

chester, by whom he had five sons and one daughter, of whom only Thomas

and Elizabeth survived. Then he denounces the record of the marriage
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antl t'ue first four births as falsely made on the Roston records, because the

marriage record of 1657 says " married by .John Wiiithrop, governor,"

though he ditd in 1619. (See Boston Records, priiitoil edition, p. G2.)

jSow the explanation is ludicrously simple. It was a clerical error for

Johu Endecott, Gov., whose name is added to the next entry, and so for

twenty more marriages on the same page. It is only a proof that eight

years after his death, a clerk would mechanically write Gov. John Win-

throp's name.

Boston records say that Joanna, wife of John Baker, died '21 July, IOG'3,

and this makes everything clear. By his first wife (Swift) Biiker had oidy

Thomas and Elizabeth, and by his second wife (Foster) he had the child,

unborn iu March, who was named Silence, later. Undoubtedly John, liie

first child of this marriage, had died, not being named in the will, ami Si-

lence was thus the only heir of her mother, Thankful (Foster) Baker, and

therefore she joined in the deed we have cited.

As to Patience Foster, wife of Major Thomas Brown of Sudbury, and

her issue, I shall speak later on.

Third Generation.

3. Hopestill' Fostkk, of l>oston (of second church), soap boiler,

married Elizabeth, daughter of Giles Payson of Roxbury, 15 Feb. 16'jG-7,

and had at Boston

:

i. Elizabkth,* b. 26 July, 1669.

ii. Mary,* b. 22 July, 1671 ; m. Timothy Nash 2 April, 1694.

9. iii. HoPKSTiLL,* b. 1673?

10. iv. Sa-MUKI,,* b. 27 Dec. 1676.

Hopestill died about 1677, and his widow married Edmund Browne of

Boston before 1094.

He was a constable in Boston 1675, on a committee for the town 1676.

By Suffolk Deeds (vol. 37, fol. 233), it seems that 7 Aug. 1700, there

was a settlement of the estate of Mopestill F., soap boiler. This deed was

acknowledged 14 Nov. 1715, by Elizabeth Brown the widow, and Hope-

still F., gunmaker, the eldest son, but was not recorded till 18 May, 1724,

after the latter's death.

Suffolk Deeds (vol. 38, fol. 27), Elizabeth Brown assigned her rights

under date of 10 July, 1724, to her daughter Elizabeth Foster, widow and

shop-keeper.
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4. John* Fostkr of Dorchester, II. C. 1007, died uiirnarrit'.l Sept.

1681.

Blake's Annals says that John was schoolmaster of Dorcliester, and was

'•he that made the Seals or Arms of the Colony, viz an Indian wiili a bow

and arrow, &c."

5. Jamks' Foster of Dorchester (Sergt. 1688, Lieut. 1700). married

22 Sept. 1671. Mary, daughter of John Capen, and had:

i. SrLKNCK,* b. 4 April, 1(377; m. John Clnp, 26 May, IOO.h.

James Foster's first wife died 8 Feb. 1G78-9. He married 2d, Anna,

daughter of Capt. .Tob Lane of Bedford, 7 Oct. 1680, and had:

ii. Thaxkti-l,'' b. 30 March, l(>S2-3; d. 15 Feb. 1700-1.

iii. Anna, b. 27 .Tan. lG.-?i-o: m. Robert Field. 1 .Inne, 1710.

iv. PATiKNXK.^'b. 12 Feb. 1686-7; m. 7 Fob. 1716-17, SainiKl Save! of
Braintree.

V. John,* b. 9 Feb. 16S3-0.

vi. Jkmima.* b. 9 Dec. 1690; ra. 22 Doc. 1720, Robert Spur.

Til. Maky,* b. 13 Oct. 16;)2.

viii. Ei.izvuKTH.* b. 6 Fob. 1G04-5; ra. 20 Sept. 171.">. Ebenezor Barnard of
Woodstock.

11. L\. Jami-.s.* b. 8 Dec. 1608.

X. Ri:iu:cr.v,* b. 14 !?ept. 1700; d. 28 Sept. 1700.

12. xi. IIoi'KsrrLL,* (bapt.) b. 15 Feb. 1701-2. Dorchester Ch. :icc.

xii. Thaxkkil,* b. 15 July, 1704; m. 20 May, 1728, John Shaw of Pom-
fret.

Anna, wife of James, died 29 Sept. 1732, in GSth year, and lie ilied 4

Oct. 1732, in his 82d year.

His children's marriages are shown by the following deed:

Suffolk Deeds (vol. 48, fol. 76.)—John Foster & w. Mary, of Boston,

blacksmith. James Foster Jr. & w. Pris-

cilla, of Dorchester, yeoman. Hopestill

Foster Jr. & w. Sarah, of Boston, honse-

wright. Silence, w. of John Clap of vSud-

bury. Anna, w. of Robert Field of Dor.

Chester. Patience, w. of Samuel Saville of

Braintree. Jemima, w. of Robert Spur of

Dorchester. Elizabeth, w. of Ebenezer

Bernard of "Woodstock. Thankful Foster,

spinster. All children of James Foster.
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James Foster's toinbstoue is iu the old Dorchester yard, and bears the

coat-of-arnis printed on the precedin*; page. It records the death of

James and his wile, both in 17.'32, and, under the rul<'s of the Heraldic

Journal, this coat must be considered as strong presumptive evidence of

the right of the family to use arms. James was the son of an emigrant,

and the inscriptiou is earlier ihau the period of the assumption of arras

here.

6. Ei.isha' Fostlr of Dorchester. Married Sarah Payson (daughter

of Giles, and sister to his brother Ilopestill's wife), 10 April, 1G78. He

died 16 Oct. 1G82, probably of small pox. His widow married Ebenezer

"Wiswall, 26 March, IGSo, and died 21 June, 1714.

7. Comfort' Foster of Dorchester, husbandman, never married, and

died '' in his majesty's service."

He and his brother Standfast were residuary legatees of their father;

Standfast was made administrator on his brother's estate. Suffolk Deed.»,

vol. 14, fol. 244.

8. Capt. Standfast' Foster of Dorchester, maltster. Married Abi-

gail, daughter of Thomas Holraau and Abigail (Rigby), who married 10

Feb. 1663-4. By her Foster had:

13. i. Comfort,* bapt. 29 June, 1689.

ii. Abigail,* b. IS March, 1G92-3; d. 27 Sept. 1695.

ii). ELisn.v,* b. IS June, ItiOG; d. Xov. 1775.

iv. Mary,* b. 31 Oct. 17uO; d. H3 March, 1700-1.

The Dorchester Church record says Comfort, son of Standfast Foster,

was bapt. 29 June, 1G89, at Milton, " the mother being at her father Hol-

man, bj reason of the small-pox being at Thomas Modesly house."

His wife Abigail died 22 .June, 1713. He married 2d, Sarah Miller

(published at Boston 27 May, 1714), who died 1 Aug. 1727, iu 59th year.

He died 11 Nov. 1727, in 67th year. Administration granted to son Com-

fort.

Fourth Generation.

It will be noted that though Capt. Hopestill had five sons, he liad but

five Foster grandsons to carry on the name.
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9. HOPESTILL* FosTF.R of Bostoii, guiiQiuker, marrierl Eli/.abetli, daugh-

ter of Solomon and ^lury ( Danfoith) Pbipps of Charlestowii, at Cam-

bridge, lo 2sov. 1705, and liad;

1. KiiZAiiKTii,* b. '2t; Ally:. 1707; d. 15 Sept. 1707.

... ,, ^ > twins, D. 28 June, liOb.
111. Lliz.vbeth,* j

'

iv. Ellsha,* b. 23 May, 1711 : alive in 17:54.

V. Mary,* b. 29 Aui,'. 1715.

vi. Danfortii,* b. 27 July, 1717; d. 14 Aug. 1717.

He seems to have held office in Boston, constable 1705, clerk of the

market 1710, tythingraan 1710, 171o, 1717. lie became a shopkeeper at

some date after 171o. 15y Suffolk Deeds, vol. 37, fol. 12s, llopi.'still Fos-

ter, shopkef^per, and wife Elizabeth mortgage lauds to Eben'^ Mawdsley of

Dorchester.

He committed suicide April 21, 1724. in his owu house by hanging; see

Sewall's Diary, iii. 333. Plis widow (born 2 Jan. 1683-4) died 15 Feb.

1732, and aged 51 years. (King's Chapel Epitaphs.)

Suffolk Wills, 14 Oct. 1735.— Estate of Hopestill Foster, shopkeeper,

viewed at request of Hopestill Foster, bookseller. The children were

Elisha, Hopestill, Elizabeth and Mary.

10. Samuel* Foster of Boston, goldsmith, married Rebecca Brisco, and

had:

i. Rebecca,' b. 10 April, 1G99 ; ni. John Best: pub. 31 Au^. 1721.

15. ii. Samuel,* b. 2.3 June, 1701; m. BacUel Knoeland; pub. 28 March, 1721.

Samuel* Foster died at Boston 10 I^Iarch, 1702. His widow married

2d, Thomas Morrise, 13 Oct. 1709; 3d. William Scorch; married 25 Dec.

1718.

Suffolk Deeds, vol. 21, fol. 150.—Samuel Foster made a trust dt-ed, dated

9 March, 1C99-1700, describing him>i:lf as son of Hopestill Foster the

soap boiler—for love of now wife Rebecca, daughter of my father-in-law

Joseph Brisco, and also love of only child Rebecca.

In 1724, Suffolk Deeds, vol. 39, fol. G8, Samuel Foster of Boston, peri-

wig maker, and wife Rachel—Rebecca, wife of John Best, tanner, also Re-

becca, widow of Samuel Foster and then wife of William Scorch of Boston,

cooper, make deed.
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11. Capt. Ja.mks* Fostkk, Jr., of Dorchester, nnrried Priscilla .

and had

:

i. rui-ni.r.v.* b. 18 Nov. 1722; m. Kbcnozor Toplifl', 29 May. 17(4.

ii. Bkii.au,* b. 27 Oct. 172.J; il. 18 .Viijr. 1741.

iii. Maky,* b. 3 June 1727.

iv. Anna,* b. 4 Aus- 1729; ra. Ob.iilinh Low of Boston. 1 June, 17o8.

16. V. Jamk.^,» b. 31 Marcli. 1732.

His wife died 10 M:iich, 17.)9--10, in licr 47tli year, per town records,

but her toiul)>toiie siiy.s she died G March. 1732. aged 4G year>, G mouths,

21 days; and lie married 2d, Mrs. Elizabeth Piaier, who died 2."; May in

her Toth year.

12. HorKSTiLi.'' Foster, son of James, baptized in Dorchester, re-

moved to Boston, where he was married to Sarah Allen. II Nov. 1724. l)y

Rev. Samuel Checkiey. His record of otfice-holding is similar to that of

his cousin Hopestill, the gunsmith, but begins about ten years later. His

children were

:

i. Sahaii,* b. 3 Oct. 172.>; ra. (1) George Hanners, 17 Aug. 1749; (2)
Hersey, 27 May, 17H2.

V ii. BENtAMiN,* b. 27 M.ay, 1727: d. 30 Aug. 1747: bur. Granary,

iii. Ann.* b. 3 Oct. 1729; m. Samuel Swift.

iv. Mauy," b. 19 Dec. 1731; d.

V. (still-born)* b. d. 4 Dec. 17;)3 : Granary.

vi. Maky,* b. 4 March, 1735-6; m. Christopher Prince,

vii. Elizabeth,* b. 20 Feb. 1739; d.

17. viii. HOPESTILL,* b. 29 June, 1744.

His wife died Sept. 1772, aged 70; " Capt. Hopestill Foster of the South

End died Dec. 1772, aged 71 "; both reported in the Mass. Gazette. His

will, dated 13 Aug. 1772, mentions son Hopestill, daughter Ann Swift,

daughter Sarah Hearsej, granddaughter Sarah Hanuers, daugliter Marv

Prince. iSIciitions house and land bought of Andrew Belcher, also wharves,

&c.

13. Comfort* Foster of Dorchester, ghizier, married Eleanor Woods.

22 July, 1712, and had:

i. Josrrii,* b. 3 July, 1712; d. Jan. 1727-s, in his Ifith year.

Ii. AniGAH..* b. 8 Jan. 1713-14 ; ra. Josliua Scvor. Jr., 21 June, 1733.

18. iii. TuoMA.s,* b. 21 March, 171.")-M.

iv. CoMKOitT,*-) b. 30 Aug. 1718; d. 30 Nov. 1718.
V. Er.KANOK,*

) (.lo.

vi. Maky,* b. 29 July, 1721.
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His wife djing , ho married 12 May, 1726, Abiol Withiiij^tou,

and Lad

:

19. vii. William,* b. 21 April, 1727.

20. viii. John,* b. 2<j Doc. 17J;j.

Comfort Foster died 30 Jj.n. 17 oo-O. Abiel Foster dieil 23 Miaob,

IS 10, aged 90.

Fifth Glnfuatiox.

As a further proof of the contracted increase of the name, I note that the

male Fosters descended frum Capt. Ilopestill were five sous, five grandsous

and eight great-graudsons.

14. IIoPESTiLL* Fosxr.u of Boston, bookseller.*

15. Samuel* Foster of Boston, periwig-maker, published 8 March.

1721-2, to Rachel Kneelaud, undoubtedly was married to her, as a deed in

1724 (Suffolk Deeds, vol. 3G, ful. 68) mentions him and v.ife Kaclul.

16. Capt. James* Fosteu, Jr., of Dorchester, married 4 July, 17J4,

Mary Robinson, and had :

i. ELiz.\_BETn,* b. 16 March, 17o.'>; d. 2S July, 177.'). ii. James,* b. 15 Jan.
1757; d. 17 April, 1771. iii. STKnu-.N,* 1). 17 Urt. 175S. iv. Makv,* b. ^
Marcli. 1700. v. Bktl.ui,'^ b. > Jan. 17'"-'; il. 23 May. 17S2. vi. Jntiy,* b.

18 May, 17G4; d. 11 Sept. 17i;'.. vii. SfSANXAii,*' b. 27 April. 170'J. viii.

RrTH,« b. C June, 17G8; d. 7 Aug. 1763. ix. Bexj.vmin,* b. 13 April, 1770.

Capt. James Foster died 4 June, 1771, in his 40th year.

17. IIoi'ESTiLL^ FusTEU of Bostou married, 2 Nov. 170'J, Susann.i,

daughter of David Wood of Charlestown, and hud :

21. i. Bex.tamin Wood,* b. 14 July, 1770.

ii. James,* b. 7 Feb. 1772; d. unm. iJiOO.

iii. Ses.vnxa,* b. 18 April, 1774; m. John Atlaius of Medford.

iv. David,* b. 30 April, 1770: d. 26 Sept. 1777.

V. Sakvh," b. IS Feb. 1778; ra. Thomas Forbes of Groton.

22. vi. HorKSTLLL,* b. 14 Auir. 1780; m. Su>aii .Sawyer, aud d. Aug. 1810.

vii. Rum,* b. 2S Sept. 17S3; m. Nathan II. liartlett.

23. viii. Joiix Ll.o«cocii,* b. 30 May, 178S.

Hopestill Foster died Dec. 1801. (Boston records.)

• Suffolk Deeds, vol. 50. p. 55, dated 4 Jan., 1734-5, Elisha Foster and ElizivSclh to
our brother llur.citill Foster, bookseller, executor of our mother KlL.ihtth Foster,
widow aud shoj^keeiier. Mary Foster sells her ri,rhts to lier brother iIo;i. .slill Foatcr,
bookoclltr, by deed ol' 1 Sept., 1836, ."iuil. Deeds, vol. 54, tol. 3.
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18. TnoMAS* Foster of Dorchester marrietl, 27 Sept. 1737, Jlury Lyon,

and had

:

i. JosF.rii,«b. 27 .Tnlv, 1739. ii. .lACon,* h. 30 Mar. 1739; d. 1 June. K.-^O.

ili. Mvi:v,"li. 2 lob. 1711-2. iv. Ki.ivoi:,* b. 27 Julv. 1743. v. Thomas,*
b. i:> Fob. 1741-.'). vi. Ahkiaii..' b. 4 Nov. 174>]. vii. "ann," b. 24 Aug. 17J0.
viii. LrcY,* b. oO Sept. 17J4. ix. Ei.i>nA,'* b. 21 Sept. l'o>'>.

Mary, wife of Thomas Foster, died 4 May, 177 1 ; and he died 14 April,

1789.

19. WiLLiAAi^ Foster of Dorchester married, 19 July, 17jO, Eliza-

beth Hunt, and h.id :

i. Ei.iZABKTii,^ b. ; d. 22 Oct. 1750. li. JosiAn," b. 2ri Dec. 1751
(>till-borii). iii. , b. 9 Doc. 175J (^^till-boru).

lie died 23 Jan. 1784, and his widow died IG May, 1800.

20. JoHN^ Foster of Dorchester married, 9 Oct. 1755, Hann.ih Downs,

and had :

i. JoKX,* b. 5 .Vuir. 175G. died prolubly 2« Oct., 17S6. ii. Comfort,* b. 21
March, 1758. iii. \Villia.m,* b. ; d. 20 May, 1703.

John Foster died 7 Nov. 1784 ; his widow died March, 1787.

Having thus traced five generations with reasonable fulness, I propose

to trace only one line to the present time, that of [No. 17] Ilopcstill,'' sou

of [No. 12] HopestilP (grandson of Capt. James'), who lived at the corner

of Hollis and Washington Streets, Boston. As to the Dorchester lines, I

rest here, because there were in that town, from 1664, other Fosters not

allied to Hopestiil, and it may be dilTicult to discriminate the later genera-

tions. I append to this article the early generations of these Fosters.

Sixth Generation.

21. Benjamin Wood' Foster of Cambridge, Mass., married Hannah

French, and had

:

24. i. Benjamin 'Woop.''b. 1814.

25. ii. David Wood,' b. 13 Mar. 1816.

iii. Rcth Anne,' b. 27 Dec. 1318.

His wife died, and he married 2d, widow Davison, and had

:

iv. VTrLLiAM,' m. and had issue.

V. John,' m. ; no iasue.
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vi. A daughter,^ m. Pois of Baltimore, Md.

vii. A daughttr.'
^ _^

- He died 25 Nov. 1882. xb/COJ»>v>

22. HorisTiLL^ Foster of Boston, a sea captain, married Susan Saw-

yer, and had

:

i. Beulah,^ m. John R. Rcmick, 3 July, 1818.

He died at sea, August, 1810.

23. John Hancock* Foster of Boston, married 28 Nov., 1814,

Elizabeth, daughter of Josiah Allen of Boston, and had:

i. John Hancock," b. 14 Aug. 1815; in. Nancy A. Fryc, and has two
daughters,

ii. Jamts/ b. U Feb. 1820; m. and has issue,

iii. Nancy, ^ b. 20 Dec. 1822; d. 11 Aug. 182(3.

iv. Davu» Wood,' b. 16 Oct. 1820 ; m. Sarah E. Abbot, and has : 1. Sarah
Elizaheth^ ; 2. Harriet Wood.*

John H.* Foster died 16 ilarch, 1855. He inherited the estate on the

corner of Washington and Hollis Streets, still in the possession of his

family.

Seventh Generation.

24. Benjamin Wood"^ Foster, of Boston, married Margaret Tyler, 10

August, 1843, and had:

i. Aldeut "Wood,^ m. and had issue.

ii. Maky.'

iii. Josephine.'

iv. COIINELIA.*

He died at New York, 12 March, 1881.

25. D.vviD "Wood"^ Foster, of vSt. Louis, Mo., married at Cincinnati,

0., 20 Sept. 1840, Ruth Ann Johnson, and had:

i. Mn.TON,« b. 15 July, 1841 ; d. 8 June. 1842.

• ii. Charles Edward,' b. 8 Nov. 1842 ; d. 14 Dec. 1843.

26, iii. Edwin Byuon,« f twins. > d. 1.") Sept. 1878.

iv. Manson- WooD,8\b. 24 Jan. 1840; j"d. 22 Nov. 1858.

V. DA\aD Donophan,' b. 23 Nov. 1847; d. 20 June, 1848.

27. vi. Benj.vmin Randall,' b. 13 Feb. isjl.

vii. Donaldson Lorie,' b. 12 Oct. 18."i2; d. 1j Oct. 1852.

vlii. >LvuY Susan,' b. 2 Jan. 1849 ; m. Dr. Rush Appleberry.

ix. S.\.R.\n Bell,' m. Frank T. Fife.

X. Emkry Sierling,'
xi. Emmj

RY Sierling,' / ^ ; ^ ^- jonns.
A French,' \ ^^^"^ /unm.; livinj
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EiGUTH Generation*.

2G. Edwin Bvkon' Fostku, of Memphis, Tonu., marrictl Lily Wise

Hunter, and had

:

i. EowiN HrNiri:,* b. 10 May, 1875.

ii. Klth Muuto.n,^ b. 14 July, 1870.

27. Benjamin Randall' Fostlk, of St. Louis, Mo., married Julia

Blauche Tompkins, 2G Nov., 18b<3, and had:

1. IIopkstill,* b. 27 April, 1895.

ii. Benja-MLN R.,' b. 24 June, 1637.

I now add one Ime of the descendants of Capt. Hopestill Foster, through

his oldest daughter, in which I am specially interested.

Patience' Fosteu's Descendants.

Patience' Foster, second child and oldest daughter of Capt. Hopestill'

Foster, married Maj. Thomas- Brown of Sudbury. This fact is fully made

evident by the deeds already published. Major Brown was a prominent

man at Sudbury, and was the son of William^ Brown, an original settler of

Sudbury, who married 15 Xov., 1641, Mary, daughter of Thomas Besbeech

or Bisby, by whom he had seven children. As one was named Edmund, it

is presumed that William was the brother of Rev. Edmund, the first minis-

ter of Sudbury. It is curious that William B. had a son Hopestill ; that

his son jNIajor William married the daughter of Hopestill Foster; and that

another son, Edmund B., married the widow of Hopestill F., Jr.

William^ Brown of Sudbury was a deacon, captain and representative.

(See Hudson's History of Sudbury, page 35.)

His son. Major Thomas Brown, was born 22 May, 1645; a represen-

tative, captain in the Indian war, etc. (Hudson, page 36.) His first wife,

Patience Foster, died 15 Aug. 1703, not 1700, as wrongly printed by

Hudson, page 570. His second wife, married 1 March, 1703-4, was 3Iary,

daughter of Dep. Gov. Thomas Danforth, and widow of Solomon Phipps

of Cambridge. Presumably, he had no issue by his second wife.
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Major Brown's will ( Middlesex Wills) is datt^d March 1, 17*)^. In it

he mentions wife ^^;lIy and sovon dan^hters. viz:

,AIaiv/ m. 27 .Tune. 10'.);'.; wife of [.Tonatlian] Willard. He d. 170r).

Tluuikfiil.'' wife of Joseph Iliihlianl.

Patience* I | 1. Daniel Stone,
ratience,

^^ | j ^^^^^ ^-^^^ ^ .^^ Nathaniel Uice.

Elizabeth,* m. 7 Nov. 1708, [Ilopestill] Kent.

Silence,"* m. Herds.

Hannah.*

Eunice.*

also grandson Jonathan Willard : to son-in-law John Clapp, 20 shiHin<;s.

He mentions land in New England and also his property in Hcdcorn an«l

Frettenden in co. Kent, Eng. [iwt Hcdcom and Tenterdeii, as Harry spells

them). Those two parishes are about four miles apart, due north from

Cranbrook. Lydd is some twenty miles E. S. E. from Cranhi-onk.

Sewall ii.. 2.>5. writes: "Monday, May 9, 1709, Major Thomas Brown,

esqr., of Sudbury, was buried in the Old Burying place. Bearers. Cook.

Sewall, Eliakiin Hutchinsou, Townsend, Jeremiah Dummer, Paul Dudley.

Scarves and gloves." -•

By reference to Sewall ii., 280, it is certain that he meant the present

Granary yard.

FosTF.R, Brown, Stone Buancei.

Of these children. Patience* Brown is called wife of Nathaniel Rice, but

her father expressly states that she is to have money enough to make up

£10"), but that one half of the rest of her portion is to go to the surviving

children which she had by her first husl)aud, Daniel Stone.

Temple's History of Framingham gives these particulars: Gregory'

Stone of Cambridge, deacon and representative, by wife I>ydia (wiilow

Cooper) had six children born in England (Paige). C)f the^e

:

Daniel' Stone married Mary, daughter of John Moor*' of Sudbury

(widow of Richard Ward), and was a physician. He died between 6

Dec. 1G8G. an.l G July, 1GS7. (Paige. Hist, of Cambridge.)

Daniel' Stone. l)orn 22 Nov. 1G68, married as above noted. Patience

Brown, and died 22 Dec. 1702. He had one sou and four daui:!ir»rs. of

whom the youngest, Lois,* born 21 Nov. 1701, married 18 March. 1723-4.

Moses Maynard of Sudbury.
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Foster, Brown, Stone, Maynard Bravcit.

Moses' Maynaru, who married Luis Stouc, was 1,'raiid.soii of Joliii* JF.

of Siulbury, who was an early settler, and whoso doseendauts arc recordeil

in the histories of Suiibiuy and Frainini^liatn. He is said to have married

Mary Axtell 11 June, 1G4G. and his son Zachary* .Maynard was horn 7

June, 1G47. The father died 10 Dec. 1072.

Zachary* Maynard of Sudbury, married in 1G78 Hannah, daughter of

John Goodrieh of Withersfield, Conn., by whom he had several children,

the youngest sou being Moses,' above-named as marrying Lois Stone IS.

March, 172.3—4.

MosKS* May.vard of Sudbury, by wife Ix>i3 Stone, had (as by town

records)

:

i. Hfj'ziraii,'' b. 21 Dec. 1724 ; m. Samuel Shermau.
ii. S-UiCEL,* b. 20 Dec. 172(5; ni. Sarah Xoycs.

iii. MosE-s,* b. 1729; of Rutland,

iv. Ar.iGAii.,* b. 18 Jau. 1731 ; m. P>enjamin Fisk.

V. Lois.* b. 10 May, 17^3; m. Edward Howe,
vi. MiCAii*

vii. JosL\H.* b. 31 Oct. 1737: m. Mary Noyes, Dec. 175&
viii. DAXiEr.,-' b. 23 .Ian. 1741-2.

vs.. Natuamel,* b, 7 May, 1744; m. Martha Smith.

The will of this Moses' Maynard (Worcester Wills) is dated 11 April,

1782. He mentions wife Lois; heirs of son Samuel of Shrewsbury, de-

ceased; Moses M. of Rutland; heirs of sou Micah, deceased; heirs of Jo-

siah; Abigail, wife of Benjamir> Fiske; daughter Lois, wife of Edward

How of Westmoreland; heirs of son Nathaniel; to my beloved son Daniel

Maynard be gives his homestead and makes him sole e.xecutor.

This homestead was in Sudbury.

Samcel* Maynard removed to Shrewsbury, where he married 22 Feb.

1749-50, Sarah, daughter of Daniel and Sarah Noyes. She was born iu

Sudbury 8 Jan. 17."30-1. They had:

i. Daniel,* b. 2.'. Oct. 1750.

ii. Sa.miel,* b. a March, 1752.

iii. S.uiAii,* b. 2'J April, 1754; d. 12 Oct. 1750.

He died 29 May, 1705, aged 28 years. His widow married Enoch

Kingsley of Windsor, Conn., iu 17C0. By an agreement in Worcester

Deeds, dated 10 March, 17 02, it seems that there was a division made of
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land left hy Samuel Maynard lyitig in common and undividt.'(l with Daniel

Noye.«, presumably his brother-in-law. It rontaiiv d lOi'. acrv s and a plan

is recorde<l setting off 44 acres to Noycs. Tlien 02 acie->, valu'-d .it i'.'.i'.O,

was set otT to Maynard's heirs, with a house, barn, etc.. and al->o .'30 other

acres of land. The widow Sarah Kiiii^sley had her thirds or duvver set oil'

for life.

This Shrewsbury homestead descended to his only surviving son, and the

liouse is still standiiiij, tliough not owned by a ^Mavnanl.

Samuel* Maynard had a son Samuel* who was in the Continental army,

and died of small-pox at Ticonderoga, prior to May 5, 177G, as Samuel,

sou of ".Samuel, dccenscf{, and his relict .Sarah," was baptized at Sudl)ury

on that day. Sudbury records have the marriage of Samuel Mavnard of

Shrewsbury to Sarah Noyes, 4 March, 1775. I find no further record of

this posthumous child.

Daniel^ Maynakd of Shrewsbury, married (says Ward, History of

Shrewsbury) Hannah, daughter of Samuel Harrington, in 1770. and pcr-

liaps lived there a few years. He had ten children, and died in the home-

stead 7 Feb. 1834; his widow died 1 April, 1838, aged 81. As his record

*.s given by Ward, I note only his third son.

Danikl'^ Maynaup of Shrewsbury, wl)o married 27 Nov. ISIO. Zelind.i.

laugliter of Samuel Allen. The pedigree is fully set forth in tlie Allen

"Geneaiogy by Allen H. Bent, published in 189G. Their childrerj were:

i. Lewis A.,' b. 24 Dec. 1810; d. num.
ii. HviiitiET N.," b. 27 Dee. 1814: ni. Chester V. Nowtou ami has a son

Walter.

iii. CAROLrxt: E.,' b. 1817; m. Norris Yates; no issue.

iv. Edward Flint,' b. 1 Nov. 1820.

V. Susan M.,* b. 11 Sept. 1823; m. Charles C Coleman ami ha> : M'trt/ Z..

wife of Sttilnian Chirk,

vi. Hkxky N.." b. 11 May, 182G, a soldur; d. lsG2, in Washinjjton.

vii. Sauah a.,' b. 2<; .Ian. 1820; m. Fnderick IJt'.rtlett and has two sons:
Edi.card A. and Clarence.

Viii. COAULKs F.," h. 27 Feb. 18M; m. Kli/.a Nelson and has: Ch'irloUe

.v., wife of ("harks F,. Thwinir-

ix. CnAUi.DTTr, A.," h. l Nov. is.'.:': m. Amos narlinir; no issue.

X. Daniel Wallacf.," b. 7 April, i^A'; ni. Ellen Newton; no issue.

Daniel: the father, died 21 .May, isr,6; his wife die.l 1".^ S.-pt. lb."tl.
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Edward Flint^ M a vnakh, a.'? above, settled in Boston. lie marrieJ

in New York, 23 ^Iny, IStG, Frauoi's Maria Kussell C'lirow oi I>o>tuii,

dan"hter of Rohiut Curow and Jane ^Mi'^fuliou. KubeJt Curow \va> a recent

immigrant, a baker in 1823. IK- had a >oii ^\'illialu who died lure 12

April, l^^GS, aged IG years, 4 months, but [-.robably not born here. Fran-

ces M. H. Curo'.v was born in Doston G June, 1827, and died 2<> Mareh.

1877. Her mother uiarrit'<l secondly James Gordon of lioston, o Oct. 1831.

Edward F.' and Francis Maria Maynaril had one chiM, Fanny Thereie

Walling' Maynard, who marritd in Huston. William II. ^\'hitnlore, 11 Jnne,

1884, and they have one son, Charles Edward' Whitmore, born 2G S'^pt.

1887.





21

APTHNDIX.

SciTL'ATK Link ok Fostkiis.

(1) EdwakI)^ Fostt-R of Scituafe is duly roconh-d I)V S;iva'j->. ^Iir-

ried Lettice Ilaiiford. ami died in 1013. Hi- will moiition> uiirlo Ilatlicrlv.

father-iti-hnv (i.e. step-fatlior), Richard S-'alos. wife, son and child mdjorn.

The son was Tiaiotln * ; the other, Elizabeth.

(2) Ti.MOrin' Foster went to Dorchester uiul m.wiifil Ivutli, duiiuli-

ter of Thonias Tileston. She joined church lGG4at Dorchester. T1k-v

had Katli,M)orn 4 A\v^. 1001; Eli/.abeth,'' born 8 .Sept. lOOT; Xaoitil.^

born 11 Feb. 1G6S-9; Ilatherly,'' boru 22 Aug. 1071; and Rebecca,^ born

12 Sept. 1075. His wife died 5 Dec. 1077, and he married Relief, proba-

bly widow of John Dowse of Charlcstown, says Savage, by whoru he had

Timothy,^ born 8 Jan. lGSl-2; Edward,^ born 22 Jan. lC82-:3; Prudence.''

born 3 Dec. 1031: Thomas,' born 3 Nov. 1080; an<i EHzabeth.^ born- 13

Oct. 1088. He died 10 Dec, 1088; his widow married .Mar. 16:M-2.

Henry Leadbetter, and died 7 July, 1743.

Of the sous of Timothy,' Hatherly^ Foster went to Scituate and lef:

issue. Timothy,^ jr., does not appear on Dorchester rccoriis, if he sur-

vived.

(3) Capt. Edward' Foster of Dorchester, by wife Jemima had E i-

ward,* born April, 1700, died 3 Aug. 1710; Timothy,^ boru 12 April, 17u'.':

Mary,'* born 13 Aug. 1711; Jemima,* boru 8 Auij. 1713; and Rulh,^ horr.

4 Feb. 1715-10. His wife died 20 Feb. 1715-10. Edwaid Fo-ter a: d

Alice Prince of Newpurt married at Newport 10 April 1718. a:id ha i Ivl-

lief,* born 31 Aug. 1722. His wife died 28 Sept. 1755, in 75th year; a:.d

he died 20 Jan. 1701, in 70th year.

(4) Timothy'' Foster of Dorchester, only sou of Capt. Ed.vard. Uy

wife Abiel. had Abigail,^ boru 30 Jan. 1743-4; .Temiuvi,' born 21 -fai..

1715; Elizabeth,-' born 1 .Mir. 17 17-^: Ivlward.' born 2J M^r. 17;'.J: S i-

rah,* boru I Mar. 1751; Timothy.'' born 12 Nov. 1755, died 24 May, 1701 ;

Reliefi^ born 20 Jan. 1758; Mary,^ boru 12 Dtc. 1759; Timothy,' boru 21

Aug. 1703. The father died 28 Aug. 1775, iu bis 67th year.
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(5) l^DWAUD^ Foster, probaldj son of the last named, married Polly

tJlakc 2G Nov. 1778, ami had Polly,'' born 21 Sept. 1779; Edward.' born

24 Aug. 1781; Jeinima,' born 29 Jan. 17S.3; Timothy," born Jan. 17Sj;

Joseph.* b. Nov. 178G; James," born 00 Mar. 1790; Relief,* boru 2:] Mar.

1792; Joanna.'' born 23 Sept. 1794; Flave],'' born Oct. 179G, died Nov.

.1798; Flavel.'' again, born Aug. 1799.

Note.—I find that iu Dorchester John Foster had Robert, borii 2G Nov.

1707, and Robert, again, born 20 Aug. 1709.

Again, Thomas Foster of Braintree had a son Ilopestill, bom 2G Mar.

1648, possibly the one who married in 1G7U at WoI>urn, widow Klieabeth

Whittemore.
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